CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY  11th May 2006.

Present:
Becki Withers :Vice Chair.

Douglas Micklethwait (Co-opted during meeting)


Simon Falla



Eddie Quirk


Tim Harker



Jonny Sykes







David Clark : Parish Clerk





In attendance :      KDC Ward Cllr Peter Veasey and 3 Parishioners (Cummins family)
ITEM 1 :   ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR
1.1
Cllr Withers (Vice Chair – presiding) sought nominations for ‘Chair’ and noted that Cllr Brown was prepared to accept re-appointment. Cllr Harker proposed Cllr Brown as Chair: there were no other nominations. Seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed unanimously. Cllr Withers then advised that she was prepared to accept re-appointment as Vice Chair. Cllr Sykes nominated Cllr Withers: there were no other nominations. Seconded by Cllr Quirk and agreed unanimously. (Clerk’s note : both signed ‘Written Undertakings’ which are filed with these minutes).

ITEM 2 :   APOLOGIES :  Cllr Brown (abroad on business) and Mr Barry Caddick - CEV (on holiday).
ITEM 3 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :  There were none.
ITEM 4 :   CO-OPTION TO FILL CASUAL VACANCY
4.1
Vice Chair noted that Mr Douglas Micklethwait had volunteered and had been briefed by the Clerk on the Code of Conduct. Cllr Harker proposed Mr Micklethwait, there were no other proposals. Seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed unanimously. Mr Micklethwait then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office (filed with these Minutes), undertook to submit the form of Register of Interests within 28 days,  and took his seat on the Parish Council. 

ITEM 5 :   





CONFIRMATION OF REVISED STANDING ORDERS (S.Os)
5.1
The Clerk advised that the S.O.s had been altered by the inclusion of the NALC Code of Practice for dealing with complaints.  Acceptance of the revised form as ‘11th May 2006 Issue’ was proposed by Vice Chair, seconded by Cllr Quirk and agreed by all.  

5.2
Vice Chair drew particular attention to the undertakings on Racial Equality, Crime & Disorder, Freedom of Information and AONB at paras 8 to 12 and all accepted their continued applicability.
ITEM 6 :
CONFIRMATION OF CLERK’S CONTRACT
6.1
In the absence of any proposal to alter the existing contract form, confirmation was proposed by Vice Chair, seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed by all.
Adjournment :  Vice Chair sought and obtained agreement to adjourn the Meeting briefly to enable the Parishioners in attendance to speak.   Concerns over risks to children by speeding in Upper Chute were raised which led to a short discussion about the way ahead for neighbourhood policing. It was agreed that the subject should be scheduled for formal discussion at the next meeting. The meeting then re-convened.
ITEM 7 :  APPOINTMENT/CONFIRMATION OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES
7.1
The following representatives were agreed by all on a proposal by Vice Chair, seconded by Cllr Sykes. In all cases these represent confirmation of existing appointments except for that to the Fete Cttee. In that case Cllr Falla’s role as Fete Cttee chairman was recognised by the withdrawal of Cllr Sykes. The Clerk confirmed that all non-Members were content to continue in their roles :-

KGPF Management Cttee : Mr Lee Merritt and Mr John Burden(Jnr) 
Chute Village Hall Cttee : Cllr Eddie Quirk.
Chute Fete Cttee :  Cllr Simon Falla.

Chute VDS Team :  Cllr Jonny Sykes.
Internal Auditor : Mr Barry Caddick
Community Emergency Volunteer :  Mr Barry Caddick

ITEM 8 :   APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES
4.1
Approval of the Minutes of the extraordinary meeting on 29th March 06 was proposed by Cllr Falla, seconded by Cllr Quirk, and agreed by all others who had been present.

ITEM  9 :   MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES  :  there were none.

ITEM 10 :  REPORT FROM CHUTE COMMUNITY EMERGENCY VOLUNTEER (CEV)
10.1
The Clerk read a written input from Mr Caddick – summarised below. This was noted and it was hoped that Mr Caddick might attend a Council meeting soon. Action : Clerk to advise CEV
*  Thankfully there had been no emergency incidents since his appointment in 2004.
*  It was planned to finalise an ‘Initial Response Plan’ and test the area risk assessment in Oct/Nov 2006 –  in 
    conjunction with the Parish Council and the WCC Emergency Planning Unit.
*  It was part of his brief to assist in advising the community on emergency planning matters and Avian Flu
    was potentially such a subject. A co-ordinated plan for the area would be communicated to all Parishes soon. 
ITEM  11 :  KGPF MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT AND ACCOUNTS
11.1
The Clerk drew attention to the disparity between the figures quoted in the financial section of the Report and the Accounts (circulated with Agenda). He explained that this arose from the fact that the Report had been produced in March for use at the Chute Parish Annual Meeting whereas the accounts, received early May, represented the final position – the final figures did not appear to undermine the conclusions of the report.  Acceptance of the report and accounts was proposed by Cllr Falla with thanks for the work of the Committee, seconded by Cllr Quirk, and agreed by all. Action: Clerk to advise KGPF Cttee Chair
ITEM  12 :  BUDGET FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2005/06 – FINAL OUTCOME
12.1
The Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer drew attention to the statement accompanying the agenda. He advised that the outcome was not very different from the previous Forecast. No matters arising were identified and the statement of final outcome was noted/accepted by all.
ITEM 13 :
F/Y 2005/06 ACCOUNTS : PROGRESS ON COMPLETION & AUDIT
7.1
The Clerk/RFO advised that the Accounts, also the analysis for audit, had been completed and made available to Mr Caddick, the Internal Auditor, on 12th April.  The target is to complete audit and present to the Council at the June meeting.  This was agreed by all to be satisfactory.

ITEM 14 :
VERGE PROTECTION PILOT SCHEME
14.1
Due to Cllr Brown’s unplanned absence on business, Cllr Harker asked that their joint action, to review all the data and options and report back, be deferred till the next meeting.  This was agreed by all.
ITEM 15 :
COMMUNITY CLEANSING GRANT/YOUTH INITIATIVE
15.1
Vice Chair reported that response to her poster campaign had been limited. The Cllr Brown (Chair) felt that some escalation of action might be attempted and had asked that consideration be deferred till the next meeting. This was agreed by all.
ITEM 16 :



AMBULANCE SERVICE – RESIDENCE LOCATION DATA
16.1
Cllrs Sykes and Falla advised that action to review/check the WAS data-base was still in progress – Clerk to put on agenda for next meeting.  Action : Cllrs Sykes and Falla
ITEM 17 :
ROAD GRITTING ROUTES
17.1
It was noted that the Parish proposals had been put in two categories by Ms Diane Ware at WCC: those which were contained within the County and those which interfaced with Hampshire routes. In the former category immediate changes had been proposed but did not seem to be practicable. Those in the latter category were understood to await joint review with Hampshire CC in the Summer.  Cllr Brown had proposed that the WCC Engineer should be invited to visit the Parish and discuss practicable options for improving the gritting service and to take the results forward in conjunction with the cross county boundary review.     This approach was discussed and agreed by all – the Clerk to seek to arrange. Action : Clerk
ITEM 18  :
INSURANCE : APPROVAL OF RENEWAL WITH ALLIANZ CORNHILL
18.1
The Clerk advised that the insurance policy/renewal documents had completed circulation between 14th April and 3rd May.   He advised that Cllr Brown took the view that a further review of property valuations might be now be appropriate (Clerk’s note : see Item 14 of the minutes of the September 2004 Meeting). After discussion it was agreed by all that this should be considered further at the next meeting but that renewal of the policy could go ahead as per the invitation.
ITEM 19  :
PARISH WELLS – RESULTS OF SURVEY
19.1
The Clerk confirmed that the surveys had been completed and made the reports available to those present.  In summary the Upper Chute well and its superstructure were found to be sound and safe: the Chute Cadley well was similarly found to be sound but the cover and winch structure were not and were felt to represent a danger to the public.   The Clerk advised that, recognising that the Lengthsmen Team would be in situ on 4th/5th May, he had asked Wiltshire CC Highways Management Services if they would assess and effect the minimum necessary response needed. Action by phone was not however acceptable and Mr Keth Day subsequently arrived on site on Monday 8th May.  His advice was that the well seemed to be on ‘highways land’ and therefore a County responsibility but no action could be taken until he had confirmed this with the appropriate staff. He undertook to expedite action but had not yet responded.   After discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should monitor the situation and, whatever the outcome, should report to all Members within a week – the Chair to be advised of the situation on his return..  Action : Clerk
ITEM  20 :  FINANCE
20.1
Payment of the three items on the agenda, plus the payment to TUCKERS (invoiced too late for the agenda but as per the estimate accepted at the 16th February 2006 meeting) was approved by all:-
£416.16 to Allianz Cornhill : insurance premium: proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Falla
£264.37 to Harvey & Snowdon : reports on the two Parish Wells : proposed by Cllr Falla, seconded by Cllr Harker
£ 93.35 to WALC/NALC  : subscription : proposed by Cllr Falla, econded by Cllr Harker
£131.60 to TUCKERS : notice board work : proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Falla
ITEM  21 :  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
21.1
The Clerk read the following  record of actions since the last meeting:-
53526/F  West Limmer Barn : Cabin & Menage.  No objection by PC. Now approved by KDC.
53793/F  Collis Farm, Upper Chute : Retention of Menage. No objection by PC. Now approved by KDC  

53400/Amd   Land Opposite JImila, Lower Chute : Erect house & garage. No objection by PC. Outcome awaited.
54096/TR2   Bakers, Chute Cadley : Reduce Yew trees height. No PC Input.  Now approved by KDC
54136/F   Folly Cottage, Chute Cadley: erect UPVC conservatory. No objection by PC.  Outcome awaited.
ITEM  22 :  CLEAN NEIGHBOURHOODS & ENVIRONMENT ACT
22.1
The DEFRA letter ‘Getting to Grips with the ….Act’ dated 27 March 06 and the NALC Legal Briefing dated 29 March 06 had completed circulation. After discussion it was agreed by all that the position adopted at the May 2005 meeting should stand : ie:- it would be prudent to leave enforcement to KDC but to continue to keep a watching brief on developments.
ITEM  23 :    KENNET/WILTSHIRE COMMUNITY WEB-SITE
23.1
The Clerk noted that this site had been made available wef 30th March 06 (copied to all Members). He advised that the Chairman’s view was that, whatever the possible shortcomings, as the free Local Gov’t site. it would be prudent to register if only on a trial basis.  This position was agreed and Cllr Falla indicated that he had already registered and begun the process of ‘populating’ the site. This item to be kept under review.
ITEM  24 :    POSSIBLE CONSERVATION AREA STATUS FOR CHUTE STANDEN
24.1
The Clerk advised that there had been a short notice consultation on this and read the response he had, with the Chair’s agreement, sent to KDC.  In summary the position adopted was that the proposal in the new VDS had the support of the Council but only in principle.  No action should be taken to implement without consultation with those most directly affected, the residents.  Once the criteria assessment phase had been completed by KDC, and the proposal cleared for advancement, a Public Meeting would be held by this Council and  a representative from KDC required to attend and explain the pros and cons.  The Principal Conservation officer had agreed to this approach.  This position was accepted by all.
ITEM  25 :  KDC SEWAGE DISPOSAL UNIT (SDU)  AT UPPER CHUTE
25.1
The Clerk advised that he had been asked by parishioners to have the problems of smelly surface water seen to with increasing frequency since March.  The KDC responses had been quick and courteous and they had now re-graded the bottom of the SDU drainage pit.  However he had strongly represented to the Engineering and Design Manager at KDC that there was a major structural/adequacy problem and KDC had now advised that a specialist drainage consultant would soon assess the operation of the SDU - his (the Clerk’s) presence at this inspection had been stated to be welcome. The position/action was accepted by all.
ITEM  26 :  ADVICE ON MAINTENANCE OF LISTED BUILDINGS
26.1
The Clerk advised that the Principal Conservation Officer at KDC was the responsible officer and provided some very helpful advice.  The bottom line was that he would be happy to become involved where the Council had a perceived problem with the condition of any given building but felt that in the present case it would be best if the Parish Council took informal action at this stage. The Chair had indicated he was liaising with the owner of the property in question.  This position was accepted by all.  Action : Chair
ITEM  27 :  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
27.1





































There was none so the Chair noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 29th June 2006 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting at 21.00.
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